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Dr. Mario Verna died on December 3, 2018, following a long illness. Since
2013, he resided at Sunrise Cresskill, having earlier lived for more than 30
years in Tenafly and distinguished himself as a surgeon at Hackensack
Medical Center. Dr. Verna was born in 1937 in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
where as a youth he was active in the Catholic Action movement alongside
Jorge Bergoglio, who would later become Pope Francis. Dr. Verna studied
medicine at the University of Buenos Aires, graduating in 1961. Two years
later, he married Ana Estela Blanc, a native of Mendoza, Argentina, and the
two emigrated to the U.S., settling in Bergen County. Dr. Verna began his
medical career at Hackensack, and he and Mrs. Verna had three children from
1964 through 1969. In 1970, the family moved back to Argentina, but following
the political upheaval that led to the country’s Dirty War in the mid-‘70s, they
returned to New Jersey. Dr. Verna went back to work at Hackensack and
eventually developed a specialty in breast surgery. In 1993, he founded the
facility’s Institute for Breast Care and served as its director until he retired in
2008. Following his medical career, Dr. Verna indulged his lifelong passion for
poetry by collecting his works in the self-published anthology “Poesías.” He
was an avid storyteller who loved to regale friends and relatives with jokes,
anecdotes, and reflections gleaned from a life that spanned continents,
cultures, generations, and world-changing events. He was a regular attendee
of the New York City Opera and Ballet, and he had a deep appreciation for
Argentine soccer, which he regarded as more of an art form than a sport. He



will be remembered for his acute sense of humor, his generosity, and his
openness toward all who crossed his threshold. Pope Francis expressed his
sympathies and personal remembrances of Dr. Verna in a phone call to the
family. He fondly recalled his time with Mario (“El Flaco”) when they were
young and said he would pray for him at the next Mass. The Pope added:
“This is the age when we are called back.” Dr. Verna is predeceased by his
wife, Ana Verna, who died in 1994. He is survived by his sister, Nelly Verna,
three children and their spouses, and six grandchildren. Visitation Friday,
December 7th, 2018 from 5-8 PM at Barrett Funeral Home 148 Dean Dr.,
Tenafly, NJ. Funeral Service, Saturday 10 AM at the funeral home. Interment
Brookside Cemetery, Englewood, NJ. In lieu of flowers, the Verna family kindly
requests donations to Alzheimer’s New Jersey.



Cemetery Details

Brookside Cemetery

425 Engle St
Englewood, NJ 07631

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 7. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Barrett Leber Funeral Home
148 Dean Dr
Tenafly, NJ 07670
(201) 568-8043
https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/

Service

DEC 8. 10:00 AM (ET)

Barrett Leber Funeral Home
148 Dean Dr
Tenafly, NJ 07670
(201) 568-8043
https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/

https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/
https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/
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Frank Cappiello - December 08, 2018 at 07:18 AM

I knew Dr. Verna from Hackensack Hospital when I worked in
Pathology from 1981-2001.He was not only a great surgeon, but a
kind and loving individual. Dr. Verna operated on me in 1991. I felt
like he was my uncle the way he treated me post-op. He used to
come to lab and talk to the Doctors and tell stories. Knowing the
Pope must have been quite an honor. It was my honor to know
Mario. I am deeply sorry for your loss. Frank Cappiello 179
Falmouth Ave. Elmwood Park,NJ 07407

December 07, 2018 at 01:57 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Mario Verna.

eMarketer Family - December 05, 2018 at 12:17 PM

eMarketer Family purchased the Beautiful Dream
s for the family of Mario Verna.

https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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December 04, 2018 at 04:03 PM

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mario Verna.

https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.barrettleberfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

