William Amanna

April 13, 2023

William Amanna died peacefully on April 13, 2023. Bill was born in the Bronx,
NY, and some of his favorite summers as a child were spent in Bristol, RI.

He graduated from Fordham University and began his career in journalism.
Bill reveled in his years as a reporter for The Daily Press and Times-Herald, in
Virginia, covering the civil rights movement and subsequently for The Record,
in New Jersey, covering government, business news, political and police
beats. Bill worked for several years in public relations in New York, during
which he met and married Frances Amanna, the love of his life. He spent the
majority of his career as a press spokesperson and speechwriter for senior
executives at IBM and retired as a writer and communications strategy
consultant for Executive Communications Group.

Bill was an engaging storyteller and history buff and loved to read. He had a
deep appreciation for jazz and opera and was a regular at the Five Spot in the
late 50s. He also was a lifelong Yankees and Giants fan.

Bill was gentle, loving, kind, generous, always with thoughts of others first. He
was modest and self-deprecating, with a wit and sense of humor that came

easily. Above all, Bill loved his family and friends dearly.

The outpouring of love for him is a great comfort to his family. Still, this attempt



to sum up the essence of our dearest Bill is bound to come up short. There is
simply no way to describe adequately this very special person.

Bill is predeceased by his wife, Fran, who died in 2019, and his brother,
James, who died in 2008. He is survived by his son Billy and daughter-in-law
Jenny (whom he thought of more as his daughter than his daughter-in-law).

There will be a funeral Mass at 12 Noon Saturday, May 20, at St. Cecilia
Church, Englewood, NJ. In lieu of flowers, Bill’s family asks that donations be
made to The Carmelite Missions, whose priests and other workers live among
and serve the poor in areas where help is most needed. The address: The
Carmelite Missions, c/o St. Cecilia Church, 55 West Demarest Avenue,
Englewood NJ, 07631



Previous Events

Memorial Funeral Mass

MAY 20. 12:00 PM (ET)

St Cecilia Church
55 West Demarest Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631



Tribute Wall

My condolences to Billy & Jenny upon the passing of Bill, a warm &
wonderful man . | will miss our conversations which focused upon
two of his favorite topics , sports & politics .... Frank Cenerini

Frank J Cenerini - May 19, 2023 at 08:22 AM

Oh Bill | found this in looking for information about our family. | am
stunned, | think the last time we spoke was when James and Aunt
Gilda passed. Time has a habit of slipping by. So sorry, also, of Fran's
passing.

We grew up in a good time. | remember taking care of Grandma during
one summer in Teaneck. | remember all the good times we all had
including Ken. | remember my dad building flooring in the basement. |
remember family dinners on Sundays. We drove to Teaneck in our
Model T and had a blow out on our way to Teaneck. | remember
spending some summers in Ocean City, NJ, and what fun we had.
Taking showers outside chasing the Dining Needles away.

Times | will always remember as long as | am still here.

Love Cousin Jeanne

Jean Nickolls - September 04, 2023 at 12:40 PM



